
 

The Calling of the Apostles 

(Phil 3:7-14 / Mt 10:1-7) 

 

Jesus chose 12 apostles, a precise number, he didn’t choose the perfect 

ones, he perfected them, he succeeded with all of them except one. 

Why did God choose these specific men and why were they only man? 

whom we exactly know their names and few things about their lives. 

And the beauty is, that the evangelists, were not embarrassed to put Judas 

name, the one who betrayed Jesus, their master, with their names.  

How could Jesus, God, have a defect in his most important choice 

concerning the first leaders of his Church? 

Adding to that, why do we have brothers in this small chosen group, which 

should represent everybody. Peter and his brother Andrew, James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John. Many people are going to be jealous and 

angry of this unfair choice. 

A lot of questions come to my mind. 

What I know is, that Jesus did what he had to do, and he left us free in our 

own choices, his grace is unconditional.  



Let me tell you something, Jesus doesn’t care who you were in the past, 

he doesn’t care about the human considerations, his criteria are different 

than ours.  

Even his choice for Judas contributed in his plan of salvation, the evil of 

Judas was used in Jesus’ plan of salvation itself. Wow, how powerful.  

Jesus’ choice even if it looks inconvenient and misunderstood, it is 

infallible, reliable and indestructible. 

God will transform everything for our good and for the success of his plan 

of salvation. 

From here we can understand St Paul statement in his letter to the 

Philippians: “Whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake 

of Christ.” He considers everything a loss, garbage to gain Jesus Christ. 

Do your best and don’t worry about anything, let it be as garbage, rubbish, 

as manure. Only what should matter is Christ. 

The more we lose things in this life the more we gain Christ, losing here 

is not only in the physical sense of the word but also in the abstract sense 

of it. Losing power, pride, fear, bad habits, addictions… 

You are going to choose between two powers the one given by the world 

through the laws and rules of perfection relying on your own faculties or 

the one given by God depending on his grace. 

Without God all we do is rubbish; therefore the dumpster is its place. 

Because of that nowadays we have a lot of trash in our planet, pollution 

is in its highest level, sickness and diseases are invading us more and 

more.  

As we use a lot of recycle process in our country, to transform what is 

trash to something that can be used, as well we should do in our life, let 

Jesus transform our garbage to be a gain, to be useful and helpful. 

Let me give this illustration:  



The Church is the household recycling center (where our past is 

reprocessed), passing through the fire of the Holy Spirit. The only solution 

for the solid waste is the incineration.  

If your life is messy impure and unclean, listen to what St Paul is saying, 

he the one who persecuted the Christians before his conversion, who 

witnessed the death, martyrdom of Stephen the first martyr of 

Christianity.  

“I do not consider that I have made my goal by my own (grace), but this 

one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind (past) and straining forward to 

what lies ahead (the power coming from the Holy Spirit), I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Be Cristiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi, Thomas Muller, scoring plenty of 

goals against your looser enemy, the devil. Offense is important, but you 

should not forget to defend your territory in the other side.  

You are disciples, you are given the apostles’ power and authority which 

our passage from Matthew’s Gospel talks about: “Jesus gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease 

and every sickness.” 

You are catholic so you have it. This is what we say in the Creed: “we 

believe in one holy, catholic and (apostolic) Church.” 

Apostolic, you and I are apostolic, well-armed, equipped, trained, to enter 

the field play the game, win and cause tremendous lost to our enemy. 

Because our goal is Christ and all the other considerations are rubbish. 

You are on a strong team, named the catholic Church, we have one coach 

the Holy Spirit, and one Goal, Jesus Christ. 
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